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of my crew ran about shouting and yelling to what they believed was a steamer, hoping that its lookout might see us in time to avoid a collision.
"There was great confusion aboard the Bullard. We could plainly hear the steady grind of the machinery and the whirring of the motor, but we could see nothing but the light in the air. It was dark, and there was a thick fog. The light came nearer and nearer, and members of my crew said that they could hear voices. Then out of the darkness and mist shot a big aerial phantom, as we imagined, going east, and headed directly for the Bullard. The thing was such a big surprise for all hands that we were knocked off our pins.
"The airship, when almost on us, rose up higher, and shot out to sea. She was probably going fifteen miles an hour. The America was less than a hundred feet above the sea, and the topmasts of the Bullard are 110 feet. Had the airship hit us, she would undoubtedly have been destroyed and probably those in her would have been killed. The miss was so close that several members of the Billiard's crew declare they heard the airship scraping the topmasts as she veered off.
"We could hear the voices on the airship, but were unable to make out what was said.